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August Meeting
Thursday
August 1, 2013
7:00 PM
at the
New Village
Community Center

SBRA meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of each month at the New Village Recreation Center in Brookhaven, which is located
near the intersection of Wireless Road and Hawkins Road East of Nicolls Road (CR97).
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Questions and suggestions are always welcome.
Email yours to webmaster@SRBAweb.org

Welcome New Members
Michael J. Cusano, Glenn Danielson, Orlando DeLeon, Tom Dwyer, Bob Gatto, Vernon
Gibson, Henry Grant, Ethan P. Hofer, James Hofer, James R. Hofer, Melissa Hofer, Kathleen
Keenan, Jeffrey Kogan, Brian LeDonne, Alexander Lidonnici, Kenneth Lidonnici, Matthews
Lidonnici, Jody Lupo, Susan Murray, Eileen OSullivan, Ann Pogue-Campbell, Kathleen Porter, Yufei Ren,
Scott Rindfleish, Mark Schmittzeh, Howard Schulman, Joel Schwitzer, Anthony Trama, Colette Wienckowski,

Celebrating August Birthdays
Perry Myers, Kevin Williams, Dawn Luccioni, James Hofer, Peggy Ruth, Misbah Rehman, Silvia Cohn, James Dowd,
Thomas Zanatta, Warren H. Stoker, Glen Cochrane, Cyndie Soto, Barbara Konarski, Kenneth Schack, Karen Yu, Eric
Bertrand-Loesch, Ellen Perry, Robert Callus, Carolyn Gilbert, Patrick Hughes, Kenneth Wong, Brian Ferris, Benedetto
Gambino, John Petti, Alexandra Danz, John Collesidis, Michael Adams, Kevin Brogan, Christian Eckart, Keith DeMaio,
Michael Fiorella, Robert Pospischil, Beth Brown, Eric Whitehead, Kiana Frick, Jack Steffens, Patricia Peterson, Miles Elster,
Donovan Harris, Christine Tanney, john michaels, Joseph C. DePalma, Sabrina Cohn, Thomas Miranda, Tom Cherry, Elyse
Buchman, Dylan Schulz, John Harris, Peter Olivieri — Barbara Striegel, Membership Chair
If you would like to have your birthday acknowledged in Rolling Wheels, send an email with your birthday (or your
SBRA Family member’s birthday) to membership@sbraweb.org. Include the word “birthday” on the Subject line.

The purpose of the Suffolk Bicycle Riders Association is to teach members about bicycle mechanics, bike safety, the joy of bicycle touring, bicycling
awareness for non-participants and to enjoy a mutual appreciation and compatibility during bicycle tours that may include camping and racing.
Members shall consist of individuals and families who wish to participate as members abiding by the constitution and bylaws of the club. The Club
may not discriminate in admitting members, according to their age, race nationality, sex, creed or religion.

2

is a glitch that keeps happening for some ride leaders – if
you are going to put your email address in the post, you
must put your email in parentheses, otherwise people
cannot read your post – they will only see your email.
Please email Brenda if other issues are identified.

Meeting Minutes
July 2013

Call to order – President Bob Devito called the meeting to order at 7:20PM. Approximately 45 members and
guests were in attendance.

Top 5 ride leaders – Bobby Ploetz (63), Joe Matzelle
(37), Dennis Jackson (30), Joanna Pascucci (28), and Tom
Pfisterer (28).

Acceptance of Minutes – The June minutes were not
printed in “Rolling Wheels,” therefore the minutes from
June were read aloud and were accepted and approved.
Last month’s minutes and this month’s minutes will both
be in the next edition of “Rolling Wheels.”

Top sweeps – John Bambach (73), Christine Brandstadter (47), Dennis Desmond (46), Gerry Klein (14), Jose
Rivera (12).

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Treasurer’s Report (Joe Matzelle) – Joe reviewed receipts
and expenditures made during the last month. A full
report including the current balance in the SBRA bank
account is available to any member by contacting Joe.
Change of Positions on the Board
Barbara Striegelhas stepped down as Membership
Director. Paul Miklean has resigned as Administrative Vice
President and was appointed as Membership Director.
Jeff Meyer was appointed as Administrative Vice President. All changes were made in consultation with the
club Constitution. Anyone with questions or concerns is
invited to attend the next Executive Board meeting.
Statistician (Joe Matzelle) –Joe reported 163,946 club
miles, which is slightly ahead of this time last year. 404
members have participated in at least one club ride this
season. Posted rides are down by about 75 over the same
time last year.

Top mileage leaders – Alison Gonzalez (3476), Christine Tanney (2916), John McKeon (2901), Ron Goodstadt
(2479), Dennis Jackson (2354).
Membership – (Paul Miklean) Paul explained that he has
gained a lot of respect for what Norm has done for the
club over the past few years as Membership Director as
he has been learning the systems. Without membership
there is no club. Paul reported that there are 738 total
current members with 32 new members since the last
meeting. Welcome to John and Kendal and Brian who
were new members in attendance.
Sunshine (Bruce Presner) – Sent “get well” cards to
Andrea Miller, Jeff Moore, Dennis Jackson and Gordon
Howard who had spills on rides. Jack Steffens will be sent
a “thinking of you card” because he is still battling cancer.
Bob Carlson was sent a get well card for his upcoming
shoulder surgery. Christine Brandstadter’s father passed
away and was sent a card.
WebEditor (Brenda Meyer) – Ride leaders: please read
the instructions at the top of the ride posting page. There
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Safety/Education (Pat Nett) – There was a Newsday
article recently on heat stroke. Pat shared it with us given
the heat of the summer. Some key tips: chill out before
you work out, deposit your heat, take in caffeine, be fit
and exercise within your limits. Everyone should remember to be safe first and foremost. There were quite a few
accidents on club rides this past month.
Social – (Beth) The annual picnic is this Sunday, July 14th
at Indian Island County Park. There will be a new caterer
this year with an extended menu/beer/wine. There are
ample rides from top to bottom, so all ride levels should
be satisfied. It’s supposed to be in the 80’s and not as
humid as it has been. There will be pie.
Ride Coordinator – no report
Advocacy – no report
Club Store – No updates

OLD BUSINESS
Bike Boat Bike (Joe) – Joe presented the income and
expenses for BBB. A full report is available to any member
by contacting Joe.
Holtsville Ecology Center (Bob) T– he center cannot be
used for the Halloween Ride because they now charge
for parking. An alternative venue is being sought. Be
on the lookout for a centrally located venue that has
sufficient parking, a kitchen, bathrooms, etc. Please
contact the board with ideas.

NEW BUSINESS
Ride Classifications (Joanna) – We had tweaked ride
classifications in the past based on Joanna’s research on
what other clubs offer. We had way more levels than any

NYS DOT
Bicycling website

other club she could find and many of our classifications
overlapped. We decided to combine C- ride level with
C, and then have the ride leaders describe their rides in
detail in the text area, but some SBRA members were
upset, so C- has been reinstated. Ride leaders: please
continue describing your ride in details so members can
know what to expect.

www.dot.ny.gov/modal/bike The website
is a resource to provide the public with information
about bicycling and opportunities for cycling in
New York State.

Lobster Ride (Barbara) – The Lobster Ride will be held
on August 18th. Payments are due by August 9th. We
had 80-90 last year and we’re expecting a similar attendance. There is a choice of lobster or other entrée. If
you want to lead a ride, please contact Ride Coordinator
Wendy Schmittzeh.
Southold’s New Rules (Bob) – Southold had instituted
a new rule limiting rides in their Town to non-profits only
with a limit of 600 riders. At the last minute the Town
approved Glen’s North Fork ride so long as he limits it to
600 riders and makes a large donation. In regards to how
this applies to SBRA rides and events (such as BBB), we
will keep to a limit next year and will get involved with a
local food bank to make donations of canned goods.
Budget (Joe) – The budget will be presented at August
meeting for a vote. We changed our budgeting year last
year to go from August 1 to July 31 so that we can have
actual numbers based on the money we raised from
BBB. Anyone who wants a ride subsidized by the club in
the next budget year, please submit it by July 25th. It is
helpful to give a specific amount of money and not leave
it open-ended.
Tonight was the ice cream social and the video that
Ed Downey made from BBB was shown.
Adjournment – The official meeting part of the night
was adjourned at 8:05 PM.

2013

Respectfully Submitted,
Ashley Hunt-Martorano
Recording Secretary
For more information regarding the financial status of the club, contact Joe Matzelle (treasurer@sbraweb.org).
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General Meeting Minutes
June 6, 2013
Call to order – President Bob Devito called the meeting to order at 7:05PM. Approximately 45 members
and guests were in attendance.
Acceptance of Minutes – The May General Meeting minutes, as distributed in the latest edition of
“Rolling Wheels” were accepted and approved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Treasurer’s Report (Joe Matzelle) – Joe reviewed receipts and expenditures made during the last
month. A full report including the current balance in the SBRA bank account is available to any member
by contacting Joe.
Statistician (Joe Matzelle) –Joe reported 112,222 club miles, which is down about 20,000 miles and
down by about 90 rides from this time last year (likely due to weather). One ride sheet remains
unsubmitted for April, 8 are unsubmitted for May.
Top 5 ride leaders: Bobby Ploetz (50), Joe Matzelle (32), Dennis Jackson (28), Joanna Pascucci (22),
and Tom Pfisterer (21).
Top sweeps: John Bambach (59), Dennis Desmond (37), Christine Brandstadter (35), Jose Rivera (11),
Gerry Klein (8).
Top mileage leaders: Alison Gonzalez (3054), Christine Tanney (2436), John McKeon (2421), Ron
Goodstadt (2275), Dennis Jackson (2076).
Membership – (Barbara Striegel) Barbara was not here to provide an update.
Sunshine (Bruce Presner) – Sent “thinking of you card” to Mike Weber.
WebEditor (Brenda Meyer) – No known issues. Please email Brenda if other issues are identified.
Safety/Education (Pat Nett) – Everyone has been riding safely. Thank you!
Social – (Beth) The annual picnic is lining up. Date is Sunday, July 14th at Indian Island County Park.
There will be a new caterer this year with more food options. To post rides to lead at the picnic, please
email Ride Coordinator, Wendy Schmittzeh
Ride Coordinator – no report
Advocacy – no report
Club Store – No updates

OLD BUSINESS
Montauk Century (Pete)
Postponed due to weather. On the rain date we had 117 riders and everything went well.
Bike Boat Bike (Pete/Bob)
BBB went very well. We had a nice day, although windy. More money was taken in this year compared to
last year. Thank you to all of the planning committee members, road marking committee, parkers, SAG
volunteers, registration volunteers, rest stop workers, and those who set up and cleaned up afterwards.
Ed Downey did videos and photos which will be posted on our website and will be used next year to
promote BBB. Cue sheets this year did have some discrepancies with mileage due to the distance on the
ferry and back. Next year this will be addressed so that riders will “pause” their Garmin while on the ferry
to not count those miles. So it will be the actual miles pedaled. Regarding the survey, 500/900 opened the
email and 300 people responded. Overall the feedback was good. There were some suggestions for
improvement which will be taken into consideration.

Holtsville Ecology Center (Bob)
Brookhaven has changed their fee structure and cost and will now charge a $5 flat fee per day for those
going to the Holtsville Ecology site. This might allow us to use it for the Halloween Ride.

NEW BUSINESS
Carl Hart Specialized Mountain Bike Demo Day – Friday, June 7
Kreb Cycle Specialized Road Bike Demo Day – Friday, June 7

th

th

2-7pm

2-7pm

Cystic Fibrosis Ride (Pete)
th
Will be held in October. On June 19 the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation of LI is having a kick off party for
their ride at the Black Forest Brew House from 6-8pm. SBRA will have a table at the event. For the actual
ride, SBRA has agreed to supply Ride Marshals, help with route planning (10 to 100 mile options). There
is a minimum $250 fundraising level and will be more info to come.
Next General Meeting (Bob)
th
th
Because of the July 4 holiday, our next meeting will be the second Thursday in July, which is July 11 .
Importance of supporting your local bike shop (Bob) Please support your local bike shops. It keeps
our local economy going!
Guest Speakers: Bruce Kagan & Larry Mazza spoke about the Port Jeff to Wading River Rails to Trails
proposal.
Adjournment – The official meeting part of the night was adjourned at 8:00 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Ashley Hunt-Martorano
Recording Secretary

Support our advertisers
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

We stock a large selection of
bicycles and cycling accessories from
Trek, Nike, Bell/Giro,
Kryptonite, Bontrager, Pearl Izumi,
Camel Bak, Shimano, Blackburn,
Saris, Yakima, Thule, and Cateye.
We’re sure to have what you need!
270 Larkfield Road
East Northport, New York 11731
Telephone: (631) 261-2881
www.AdamsCyclery.com
adams@adamscyclery.com

6

7

Last Name

First Name

Zip

Day Phone With Area Code

State

Date Of Birth

□ Work a Waterstop
□ Mark a Route
□ Registration
□ Help Park Cars
□ Drive/Assist a Sag Wagon
□ Drive Supply Truck
□ Help At Ride Closeout

Bike-Boat-Bike and Guide Dog
Ride are SBRA’s volunteer
supported events.
Check off a box and show up to
support these activities:

□ New Member

PLEASE INCLUDE A
SELFADDRESSED STAMPED
ENVELOPE FOR MEMBERSHIP
CARD

SBRA c/o Norm Samuels
11 Pine Street
Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776

Annual Dues Are:
$20.00 individual, $0 family
members under 18 years old
Make check payable to SBRA and
mail to:



09/09/11

I Have Read This Release. Sign and print name & birthday of other family applicants not listed above

Date

League Of American Bicyclists (“LAB”) and Suffolk Bicycle Riders Association (“SBRA”)
Release And Waiver Of Liability, Assumption Of Risk and Indemnity Agreement (“Agreement”)
IN CONSIDERATION of being permitted to participate in any way in Suffolk Bicycle Riders Association (SBRA) (“Club”) sponsored Bicycling Activities (“Activity”) I, for myself, my
personal representatives, assigns, heirs, and next of kin:
(1) ACKNOWLEDGE, agree, and represent that I understand the nature of Bicycling Activities and that I am qualified, in good health, and in proper physical condition to participate in
such Activity. I further acknowledge that the Activity will be conducted over public roads and facilities open to the public during the Activity and upon which the hazards of
traveling are to be expected. I further agree and warrant that if, at any time, I believe conditions to be unsafe, I will immediately discontinue further participation in the Activity.
(2) FULLY UNDERSTAND that (a) BICYCLING ACTIVITIES INVOLVE RISKS AND DANGERS OF SERIOUS BODILY INJURY, INCLUDING PERMANENT DISABILITY,
PARALYSIS AND DEATH (“RISKS”); (b) these Risks and dangers may be caused by my own actions or inactions, the actions or inactions of others participating in the Activity,
the conditions in which the Activity takes place, or THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE “RELEASEES” NAMED BELOW; (c) there may be OTHER RISKS AND SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC LOSSES either not known to me or not readily foreseeable at this time; and I FULLY ACCEPT AND ASSUME ALL SUCH RISKS AND ALL RESPONSIBILITY
FOR LOSSES, COSTS, AND DAMAGES I may incur as a result of my participation in the Activity.
(3) HEREBY RELEASE, DISCHARGE, AND COVENANT NOT TO SUE the Club, the LAB, its respective administrators, directors, agents, officers, members, volunteers, and
employees, other participants, any sponsors, advertisers, and, if applicable, owners and lessors of premises on which the Activity takes place, (each considered one of the
“RELEASEES” herein) FROM ALL LIABILITY, CLAIMS, DEMANDS, LOSSES, OR DAMAGES ON MY ACCOUNT CAUSED OR ALLEGED TO BE CAUSED IN
WHOLE OR IN PART BY THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE “RELEASEES” OR OTHERWISE, INCLUDING NEGLIGENT RESCUE OPERATIONS; AND I FURTHER AGREE
that if, despite this RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY,ASSUMPTION OF RISK, AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT I, or anyone on my behalf, makes a claim against
any of the Releases, I WILL INDEMNIFY, SAVE, AND HOLD HARMLESS EACH OF THE RELEASEES from any litigation expenses, attorney fees, loss, liability, damage, or
cost which any may incur as the result of such claim.
I AM 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE TERMS OF THIS AGREEMENT, UNDERSTAND THAT I AM GIVING UP SUBSTANTIAL
RIGHTS BY SIGNING THIS AGREEMENT, HAVE SIGNED IT VOLUNTARILY AND WITHOUT ANY INDUCEMENT OR ASSURANCE OF ANY NATURE AND INTEND IT
TO BE A COMPLETE AND UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE OF ALL LIABILITY TO THE GREATEST EXTENT ALLOWED BY LAW. I AGREE THAT IF ANY PORTION OF
THIS AGREEMENT IS HELD TO BE INVALID, THE BALANCE, NOTWITHSTANDING, SHALL CONTINUE IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT. (1-2007)
I Have Read This Release. Signature Of Primary Applicants
Date

Evening Phone With Area Code

eMail Address

City

Street Address

Last Name

Date Of Birth



□ Reinstatement

First Name

□ Renewal

Membership Chairman.





It’s that time again. Your membership is about to EXPIRE… Membership provides electronic delivery
of our Rolling Wheels newsletter, participation in club sponsored events, and local bicycle shop discounts.
Membership dues rates are $20.00 for individuals 18 years or older and $0 for younger family members in the
same household. Complete the membership application and be sure to update any new information; include
your e-mail address. List all paid adult family members’ names and those younger individuals in your
household that you wish to be members so that each can be issued a membership card. Be sure to include the
proper dues.
You can save the club some $$ and efforts of volunteers if you include a Self Addressed Stamped
Envelope to insure that you receive your membership card. Printing out this form NOW will help you to
remember to renew.
Our club runs on volunteers. If you haven’t already done so, volunteer for a committee or lead a ride.
SBRA is what you make it.
Sincerely,

Dear SBRA Member,

